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ful and gentle daughter, however, per-
ceived her father's terrible design, and
devoted to her young and handsome lord,
her bosom torn with agonizing and con-
flicting passions, she watched her oppor-
tunity, and as a last resource, placed the
poisoned dish before her only brother, who,
eating of its spiced contents, before the
expiration of the feast fell senseless to
the earth. The miserable father, well
knowing the nature of the poison, des-
pairing of his son's recovery, and firmly
believing in the virtue of the sacrifice, as
an expiation for the crimes of both him-
self and his victim, bore him to the temple,
slew him at the altar's foot, and made his
goddess an offering of his blood.

The young Brahmin, learning these
dreadful facts from his half-frenzied wife,
rushed to the court, fell at the Peishwah's
feet, and related the whole affair. As,
according to Hindoo law, if a human
sacrifice is performed without the con-
sent of the Prince, the performer commits
sin, orders were issued for the appre-